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Our next meeting is Thursday, October 17, 2024, early arrivals from 6:00 PM 


Collecting the U.S. coins of 1929, 95 years ago 


Club Meeting Calendar for 2024 Collecting the U.S. Coins of 1929, 95 years ago 


By Arno Safran 
Jan. 18 May 16 Sep. 19 TE 
Feb. 15 June 20 Oct. 17 
Mar. 21 July 18 Nov. 21 
Apr. 18 Aug. 15 Dec. 19 


Grading Classic Head Half-Cents 
Try magnifying the page to at least 200% and 
Look at the hair on the obverse and leaves on the reverse. 
An 1809 Classic half cent, C61, R1 
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A BU set of the obverses of the U.S. Coin s of 1929 
An 1802/1 Draped Bust half cent, C2, R4 (excluding gold) 


In 1929 Herbert Hoover was completing 
his initial term as our 31“ president of 
the United States when the Great 
Depression struck in October 29, 1929. 
He tried a number of ventures to change 
the direction of the monetary downfall 
but all failed. The financial disaster was 
the worst depression in the history of our 
nation and poor Herbert was unable to 
improve the situation. 


An 1825 Classic Head half cent, C2, R2 


Herbert Hoover 
Nevertheless, the Philadelphia Mint was able to 
produce eight of the nine denominations for circulation which 
included the five copper and silver denominations shown 
directly above and three of the gold denominations, the quarter 
eagle, half-eagle and double eagle not shown. One of the odd 


An 1835 Classic Head half cent, C1, R1 


The 1809, first year of issue was graded VF-20 aspects of our coinage during the so- called Roaring Twenties 
The 1825 was graded XF-40 and was the absence of the Walking Liberty Half-dollar compared 
The 1835 was graded MS-64 by NGC with the other denominations. It was only struck at the 


Philadelphia Mint in 1920 and 1921, three times at the Denver 


Mint, 1920, ’21 and ’29 and six times at the San Francisco Mint. 
(Continued on page 2, column 1) 
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Collecting the U.S. Coins of 1929, 95 years ago 


(Continued from page 1, column 2) 


A BU set of the reverses of the U.S. Coin s of 1929 
(excluding gold) 


By 1929, all of our coinage had been created by 
various modern engravers and the current Chief Engraver was 
John R. Sinnock who would latter create the Roosevelt dime and 
Franklin Half-dollar, but that was still years away. 


For collectors on a middle class budget, all five coins 
shown atop this column can be acquired in uncirculated 
condition grading MS-62 thru 64 if one saves up for them. 


A 1929 Lincoln Cent graded MS-64 Red-Brown by NGC 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 

Since the “Crash” in 1929 occurred in late October of 
that year, it is not surprising that the coin was struck at all three 
mints with the largest mintage coming from the Philadelphia 
Mint with 185,262,000 produced, the largest number, followed 
by the San Francisco Mint with 50,148,00 and the Denver Mint 
with jut 41,730,000. In 1929, the largest population still resided 
in the East and middle states while the western portion of the 
nation still had far less residents although this was changing 
rapidly. 


The reader will observe that the words Red-Brown are 
listed under the coin shown because the copper cent had three 
areas for grading; Brown, the least expensive, Red-Brown more 
expensive due to its almost reddish color in some cases and 
finally, full Red, usually the scarcer of the three and priced 
accordingly. The author considers the Red-Brown cent to be a 
“Best Buy” since it is currently retailing for only $24.00 while 
1929-S is priced at $74.and the scarcer still 1929-D at $94.00. 


In 1929, a penny could by a stick of gum, and a small 
candy bar. For two cents one could buy the Daily News, a 
popular New York City paper. 


A 1929 Buffalo nickel graded MS-64 by NGC 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 

In 1929, the Philadelphia Mint struck 36,446,000 
Buffalo nickels while the Denver Mint struck just 8,370,000 and 
the San Francisco Mint only 7,754,000. The Branch mints of all 
U.S. coins during this period tended to be far more expensive in 
the higher grades, from AU-50 thro MS-65 but in the case of the 
1929 five-cent denomination, one can acquires either a 1929-D 
or 1929-S Buffalo nickel certified MS-63 for around $100 
apiece, only ten dollars more than an MS-63 nickel struck at the 
Philadelphia Mint. Those graded MS-64 may be another story. 


The writer grew up with buffalo nickels which were 
referred to as the Indian Head type on the obverse. The coin was 
created by the James Earl Fraser, another disciple of Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens who used a combination of three Native 
American chiefs for the obverse and a bison named Black 
Diamond who resided in the Bronx Zoo located in New York 
City at that time. 


The coin shown above was acquired by the writer away 
back in March, 1984 at a coin show in Manhattan, New York. It 
was graded MS-63 at the time and cost him just $40.00. Back in 
January, 2012, he sent a number of his coins into both PCGS 
and NGC for up to date certification. PCGS returned the 1929 
Buffalo nickel certified MS-64, a full grade higher. Today it 
retails for $115 in that grade. The two branch Mints, 1929-D 
and S are scarcer and much more expensive. 


An 1829 Mercury dime graded MS-65 by NGC 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 

The author acquired the 1929 Mercury dime shown 
directly above away back in 1983 at a coin dealer’s shop in 
Newtown, PA, a lovely town located between Trenton, NJ and 
Philadelphia., PA. There were lots of coin dealers who had 
shops throughout the two adjoining states and whether they are 
still there is unknown to the author today who currently resides 
in Evans, GA, in Columbia County, a suburb If Augusta.. 

The dime shown above was acquired “raw”: and over 
the years it began to show a bit of what he considered to ne 
unattractive toning, so before things grew worse, he submitted 
the coin to PCGS and it was returned in a MS -65 holder where 
it still obtains a modification of attractiveness as a semi toned 
coin. 

In 1929, a dime had lots of purchasing power. The 
Sunday edition of the New York Times cost ten cents back then. 
So did a lot of other items. Ad a nickel to the dime and you 
could enjoy a delicious Ice-cream Sundae. 
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Collecting the U.S. Coins of 1929, 95 years ago 


(Continued from page 2, column 2) 


A 1929 Standing Liberty Quarter certified MS-65 by NGC 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 
The lovely Standing Liberty quarter was one of the first 
coins the author acquired atone of the Augusta Coin Club Coin 
Coin-Shows which was held back in November, 2005. 


The coin was designed by Hermon A. MacNeil, 
another one of Augustus Saint-Gaudens talented students and is 
considered a work of art today even though it wasn’t all that 
popular due to Miss Liberty’s smaller shape. If one enlarges the 
page to 150% or 200% the design takes on a special artistic 
beauty. It’s a pity that the coin was only struck from 1916 thru 
1930 instead of the 25 years span the Barber quarters enjoyed. 


For readers who are less familiar with the Standing 
Liberty quarter, on the obverse, Muss Liberty is shown partially 
nude above standing with her right hand on an olive sprig with a 
cloth holding a shield the Seal of the United States surrounding 
it. The word, LIBERTY is curved at the very top of the coin’s 
obverse. Near the bottom of the shield Miss Liberty’s appears in 
full dress with only her right leg being exposed from her knee 
down to her toes standing just above the incused date which in 
this instance is 1929. Two walls surround her with six on the 
right side and seven on the left (although for the reader’s point 
of observing the coin 

The reverse of the coin is much simpler and spacious 
with the eagle in flight in the center surrounded by UNITED 
STATES with OF over AMERICA below it. Underneath is the 
coin’s denomination, QUARTE R DOLLAR. , The 13 stars appear 
reversed, six on the left and seven on the right. 


Usually the Branch mints, in this case, Denver and San 
Francisco struck fewer coins than the Philadelphia Mint and 
such was the case with the 1929 dated Standing quarter with 
11,140,000 struck at the Philadelphia Mint, 1,764,000 produced 
at the San Francisco Mint and only 1,358,000 coined at the 
Denver Mint, but unlike the previous 1929 coin denominations, 
all three of three 1929 quarters certified MS-65 are currently 
priced the same at $495 retail according to the July, 2024 
edition of “the Numismatist” monthly magazine; the most 
recent of the magazine’s monthly series as this is being written. 


For club members that have only recently entered 
Numismatics, our hobby is not like Astronomy, where after one 
buys a telescope and stand along with numerous lenses to attach 
to it, your spending is done! With coin collecting, one must 
spend and spend and spend but if you are sure you wish to enjoy 
the hobby, one must also plan (or budget) how he or she will be 
able to afford coins they desire to add to their collection. 
Obsolete coins cost money. Some are scarcer and more 
expensive than others. The author on a teacher’s salary saved! 


The Augusta, GA Coin Club Monthly Newsletter 


A 1929-D Walking Liberty Half-dollar graded MS-63 by PCGS 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 

After his pendency, the U.S. Mint continued to produce 
a series of newly designed coinage that during its timeframe 
were considered avant-garde by many. The person who crested 
the Mercury dime was the same individual who brought about 
the Walking Liberty half-dollar; Adolph Weinman. He too was 
a student of Augustus Saint Gaudens and lived in New York 
City during this period. While the style of each new engraver 
was slightly different, they displayed extraordinary artistic 
qualities of originality regarding their respective coin designs 
and today, the Walking liberty half-dollar produced from 1916 
thru 1947 is considered the second most beautiful coin ever 
created next to Saint-Gaudens $20.00 Double eagle. 


The beautiful 1929-D Walking Liberty half-dollar was 
acquired by the author back in 2009 at the Georgia Numismatic 
Association convention at the Dalton, GA Convention center 
held in April, 2009. Grading MS-63, it cost $575.00 back then. 
Today the coin in the same grade is valued at $1,150 according 
to the 2025 Red Book. 


V na 


The 1929 Year set (excluding gold) 
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AUGUSTA COIN CLUB, INC. 
MINUTES OF Augusta Coin Club MEETING 
September 19, 2024 


The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Sunrise Grill by President, Shelby Plooster. 
We had 41 members present. 


The Secretary's Report: 
The August 15, 2024 minutes were not read. A 
copy is kept on file. 


The Treasurer's Report: 

It was sent by email by Stacey Plooster. We 
have $10,570.07 deposited in the checking 
account. 


The Prize Winners: 

Members Charles White and Raiford 
Rosson each won a 1 oz. Silver Eagle. Winner of 
the 50/50 raffle for $50.00 was Raiford Rosson. 


Our Upcoming Fall Coin Show is 
scheduled for Nov. 15th (Friday) and Nov. 16th 
(Saturday) 2024, Steve Nix - Bourse Chairman. 

The Fall Coin Show will be held at the 
Columbia County Exhibition Center located at the 
Grovetown Walmart at Exit 190. The dealers can 
set up on Thursday night from 
4pm to 8 pm. Mr. Sammy Lucky provided our 
post cards that we will be mailed. Thank you Mr. 
Luckey. Steve reported that so far, 60 tables have 
been sold. 75 is a sellout! Members, It’s partially 
up to you to make our show successful, so 
please sign up to help manage at the front desk 
for visiting members and collectors when they 
walk in. 


The Program: 

Member Charles White’s program was on 
GSA Sales of Carson City and Morgan and Peace 
dollars. The famous GSA Hoard of Morgan and 
Peace dollars were chosen by the government 
from vaults in the 1960s and sold through a 
major promotional campaign held by the General 
Services Administration (GSA) from the late 
1960s through the early 1980s. Around 2.9 million 
Carson City Morgan and 30,000 Peace dollars 
were sold. The lowest mintages were 1889-CC=1, 
1992-CC=1, 1879-CC=4123, 1890-CC=3949, and 
1891-CC=5687. All eight sales grossed around 
$100 million dollars. 

Club president, Shelby Plooster gave 
Charles a certificate of appreciation for his great 
program. 


Our 2023 Club Medallion showing the Old First Baptist Church 
Built in 1902 displayed in Silver Wash 


The winning choice of our 2023 Augusta 
Medallion was the Old First Baptist Church 
(1902). It was struck in copper, antique bronze 
and silver wash and priced at $15.00 each. The 
medallion is now available. The membership is 
encouraged to buy the medallions to support the 
club. If too few buyers take an interesting this 
aspect of our club’s e coinage we will have to 
review the need for future medallions later. 


Old Business: 

Perfect attendance for the 2024 has been 
reinstated. Red books (2025) are on sale for 
$10.00 for wire bound and $12.00 for hard copies. 
There is only 1 left. Anyone that gives a program 
will be eligible for a drawing for a one-tenth gold 
coin. Please leave a tip for drinks at the Sunrise 
Grill. 

Program presenters will qualify for a 
drawing for a one-tenth Gold Eagle in December. 


New Business: 


Coin Shows 

Atlanta Monthly Show October 6, 2024 
Marietta, Ga 

Camden SC Coin Show September 20- 
21,2024 Camden, Sc 


Pee Dee Coin Show 
Florence, Sc 

SCNA 52nd Show 
Greenville, Sc 


Our Club’s Monthly Coin Auction 

Burles Johnson ran the auction (10 lots). 
Shelby Plooster and Everett Price delivered the 
goods as the auction was carried on; therefore, 
speeding up the auction. Bids recorder was 
Tommy Rhoden. 


Respectively Submitted, 
John Thomas Uttaway 


October 14, 2024 


October 24-26, 2024 
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The Effects of Hurricane Helene 


Around 3:00 thru 4:00 AM on Friday, September 26", 
a tornado struck Columbia County, a suburb of 
Augusta, GA with a mighty force. It obliterated many 
large trees splattering them across the grass on 
either the back or front yards of many homes. 
Depending on the area one lived in, it did greater 
damage to the trees than homes which resulted in 
many people living in sub-divisions being fortunate 
that their homes were spared. For more than a week, 
there was no power which meant unless one had a 
generator, attached to their refrigerator, their 
refrigerators would eventually loose power and the 
food inside it would become uneatable. There was 
no telephone service except for those who had cell 
phones but even those ceased to work after a while. 


In the author's, cul-de-sac, all the neighbors 
worked together, each helping the other depending 
on their needs. As a result, each home dweller was 
able to continue eating their three meals a day. As 
long as one’s garage door was open, one could drive 
to the nearest supermarket but during the first few 
days, the markets ran out of specific items including 
food. 

On Friday, evening, October 24ty, the lights 
came on but midway thru Saturday, the power went 
off for two hours just as the editor was working on 
the newsletter. It came back two hours later but the 
damage was dome, the computer was dead! The 
following Monday, ion Oct. 6" the author was 
watching the news on the television set when at 
12.05 PM it suddenly froze. It would not come back 
on in his area until Sunday morning, Oct. 12". 


During the interim, he had to have an 
enormous tree which fell in his back yard removed. 
After a couple of shysters demanded outrageous 
sums to remove it, a decent chap came by and 
offered a reasonable charge to having it moved but 
then, the men stuffed the heavy wood in the front 
corner blocking the mailbox. So the writer had to o to 
the post office, signs a yellow sheet and picked up 
his first load of mail on an early Saturday morning 
when it wasn’t crowded. 


The author was one of thousands that had to 
undergo these catch-22s but things are slowly 
coming back to normal as this is being written and 
the author wants to thank John and Elaine Attaway 
for getting the minutes for the newsletter just in time 
to send the newsletter out to our members. 


Kindly patronize our Advertisers 


Since 1941 ` é 
. 9 5 
Glein’s Kare Coins \j3} 
3830 Washington Rd., Ste. 32 Martinez, GA 30907 
Buying & Selling U.S. Coins, Currency & Confederate 
- ALL GOLD & SILVER BULLION - 


(Eagles, K-Rands, Maple Leafs & Pandas) 
COIN APPRAISALS 


STEVE DAMRON 

Ph: (706) 755-2249 

Fax: (706) 755-2461 
Tue-Fri 10:30 AM - 4:00 PM 
Sat. 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM 


Bike. Respectful, Friendly & Courteous Service @ 
= Augusta Coin Exchange 


} Mon-Fri] 11AM- 4PM 706.210.5486 | 702.845.1934 
Sat | 1AM - 4PM JR.Rusinko @yahoo.com 
Member : ANA-R147538, cac, SeniorCoins1792 @gmail.com + 


PCGS, NGC & ICTA 4015 Washington Rd, STE -L 
Dealer LIC # 40829 Buying and Selling Martinez, GA 30907 


LIFE MEMBER 


JOHN M. RUSINKO 


NOW OPEN @ 117 WEST SIXTH STREET 
WAYNESBORO, GEORGIA 30830 
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY---10AM TO 5PM 
BUYING AND SELLING US COINS AND BULLION 


SINGLE COINS OR COIN COLLECTIONS 
WWW.FLEETWOODCOINS.COM 
FACEBOOK.COM/FLEETWOODCOINS 
PHONE---706-551-5115 


Rusty CuMBERLEDGE 
Southeast Regional Representative 


/X Phone 800-888-1861 
customerservice@anacs.com 


ea 
ANACS 


AMERICA'S OLDEST GRADING SERVICE™ 


P.O. Box 6000 


Englewood, Colorado 80155 
www.anacs.com 


